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The 11th EU-China Business Summit “Emerging Opportunities from a 
Changing Industrial Landscape” – 13 July 2016 – Great Hall of the 
People, Beijing

The 11th EU-China Business Summit was held on 13 July, 2016 at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing  
under the central theme of “Emerging Opportunities from a Changing Industrial Landscape”.

Mr Philippe Van Der Donckt, Vice Chairman FCCC, and Mrs. Gwenn Sonck, Secretary General EUCBA and  
Executive Director FCCC, represented the EU-China Business Association (EUCBA) and the FCCC at the  
Summit.
 
The EU-China Business Summit was jointly organized by the European Union Chamber of Commerce in  
China (European Chamber) and the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), under  
the patronage of the European Commission and the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM), and with  
collaboration from the EU-China Business Association and BUSINESS EUROPE.

The Business Summit was held in parallel with the Political Summit. EU and Chinese political leaders, the  
Premier of the People’s Republic of China, Li Keqiang, President of the European Council, Donald Tusk and  
President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Junker joined the Political Leaders Plenary Session by  
delivering keynote speeches. This year’s summit   gathered around 600 Chinese and European attendees,  
including Chinese Ministers and European and Chinese business leaders.

Breakout sessions covered three key themes: New Industrial Revolution, Investment, and Connectivity, and  
featured senior representatives from both European and Chinese companies.
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Premier Li Keqiang urges EU to fulfill WTO promises

Premier Li Keqiang urged the European Union to keep its commitment under the World Trade Organization  
(WTO) framework and stop imposing unfair anti-dumping investigations against Chinese exporters. Li called  
on the EU to follow Article 15 of the Accession Protocol of China's entry into the WTO, which says all WTO  
members should stop following subrogate country measures in anti-dumping cases against China by  
December 11, 2016. Under such measures, importers can use production costs in a third country to define  
the value of exports from a non-market economy when calculating the dumping margin. Many anti-dumping  
investigations on Chinese exports were conducted under this mechanism despite China having successfully  
built a market economy after decades of reform and opening-up, Xinhua reported.
Li co-chaired the 18th China-EU Leaders' Meeting with European Council President Donald Tusk and  
European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker on July 12 in Beijing. Li said that China firmly  
supports Europe's integration process and wants to see a stable, flourishing and strong EU. China is willing  
to work with the EU to reach a high-level investment agreement and initiate feasibility research of a free  
trade zone (FTZ), both aiming to boost liberalization and facilitation of trade and investment, Li said. Li called  
on both sides to enhance cooperation in infrastructure construction, 5G, network security, maritime sectors  
and people-to-people exchanges.

The Premier also called for further cooperation with Central, East and South Europe to enhance balanced  
development of the continent. He said China is willing to cooperate in fields such as infrastructure, third-party  
markets, innovation and research, and cybersecurity.
Both sides signed an agreement on energy cooperation at the Great Hall of the People after a meeting  
lasting an hour and a half. Last year, China and the EU decided to link up China's Belt and Road Initiative  
with the EU's investment plan, as well as establish a China-EU mutual investment fund and a China-EU  
connectivity platform.
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Remarks by EU President Donald Tusk at the EU-China summit in 
Beijing

Mr. Donald Tusk, President of the European Council, addressed the  EU-China Summit, saying  he was 
pleased to meet Chinese Premier Li Keqiang in Beijing. The Summit gave Chinese and European leaders  
the opportunity to demonstrate the strength of our Strategic Partnership in these testing times, he said.  
President Tusk said that the European Union welcomes China's Presidency of the G20 this year in  
Hangzhou. “As two of the largest economies in the world, the EU and China have an important stake, as well  
as responsibility, in ensuring the growth and stability of the global economy,” and “the European Union looks  
forward to closely work with China to resolve international conflicts and address foreign policy priorities,”  
Tusk said.

He emphasized that global issues, like migration, international development assistance, the environment and  
fighting climate change, can only be resolved through a global response, for  which a collaborative EU-China  
relationship is crucial. Tusk said that the protection of the rule-based international order may be the biggest  
challenge ahead of us.

Globalization brings many benefits to our nations, but more and more people feel that it is happening without  
rules, the President of the European Council said. If we let these feelings grow, the first victims will be the  
Chinese and European economies, not to mention people. “Today's summit should send a message to our  
people and to the rest of the world of our joint commitment to our Strategic Partnership,” Donald Tusk said.

Link to Donald Tusk’s speech

In a second speech after the conclusion of the 18 th summit between the European Union and China, 
President Tusk said both parties had rich and sometimes very candid discussions on all dimensions of their  
relations, adding that talks with President Xi and Premier Li were “fruitful and conclusive”, moving the  
strategic partnership between the European Union and China forward. Ahead of the September G20 summit 
in China, both parties agreed to tackle the migration crisis at the global level. They also agreed to have  
another round of dialogue between the EU and China about human rights this year in Brussels.

Donald Tusk also said he had the opportunity to visit the National Museum in Beijing, giving him “a chance to  
appreciate Chinese history and its impressive culture”. He concluded by saying that progress was made  
“also thanks to the openness and frank approach by both President Xi and Premier Li.”

Link to Donald Tusk’s speech

Remarks by European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker at 
the EU-China Summit in Beijing

Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission, addressed the EU-China Business  
Summit in French. He mentioned that he came to China for the first time 20 years ago in 1996 and  
immediately fell in love with the country. He said he was – then as now – impressed by China’s history and  
civilization. Together, China and Europe, can raise the prosperity and well-being of the people of China and  
the peoples of Europe, and strengthen the stability of the world. Many wonder what road Europe will take  
after the decision of the British people to leave the European Union, Juncker told his audience, emphasizing  
that Europe – even the Europe of 27 member states – is and would remain the second largest economic  
zone in the world. 

Commission President Juncker reviewed the past four decades of relations between the European Union  
and China and the progress achieved. The European market has made it possible to speed up the Chinese  
economic miracle through exports, Juncker said, and it allowed millions of people to rise out of poverty. We  
are at the dawn of a new era in our bilateral relations, and its success will depend on how we tackle the  
complex process of transformation together, Juncker said.

Link to Jean-Claude Juncker’s speech (in French)
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EUCCC President Joerg Wuttke addresses the Summit
Mr. Joerg Wuttke, President of the EU-China Chamber of Commerce in China addressed the Summit.  
“Sixteen years ago the founders of the European Chamber brought more than just an additional business  
organization to China. They also brought a new commitment to reform, conceived in the belief that China can  
do better, and dedicated to the proposition that fair trade and a level playing field for investment benefits  
China first and foremost. They also understood that a China that reforms is of great benefit to EU business”,  
he said. He added that both China and Europe are engaged in challenging times. 

“We meet today, while the global economy is fragile, the ugly face of protectionism is rearing its head and  
populism challenges growth as well as the livelihoods of many of our citizens. We have come to pledge new  
ideas, formulate new solutions and to express our confidence in the ability of our leaders to steer our regions  
through troubled waters,” the President of the EU-China Chamber of Commerce in China said. “The  
members of the European Chamber are known for doing diligent work with our 400-page Position Paper, not 
mincing words while discussing overcapacity and remaining confident in China’s ability to reform as they  
meet dignitaries in Beijing, as well as in the other eight cities where our chapters maintain offices,” Wuttke  
said. “The EU and China, each struggling with the pain of transition, are too big to fail in their efforts. It simply  
isn’t an option,” the EUCCC President concluded, saying the 1,600 members of the European Chamber in  
China are able, willing and committed to do their bit, small as it might be.

Link to President Joerg Wuttke’s speech

President Juncker and Premier Li witness the signature of 12 new 
urbanization partnerships at EU-China Summit

President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker and China's Premier Li Keqiang witnessed the  
signature of 12 new partnerships between Chinese and EU private and public entities in the field of  
urbanization. The signature ceremony took place on 13 July, on the sidelines of the EU-China Summit. 

This third batch of partnerships signals a step forward in the implementation of the EU-China Sustainable  
Urbanization Partnership, launched at the highest level in 2012. Most of these partnerships involve EU  
companies specialized in the improvement of the urban environment, on the one hand, and Chinese local  
authorities who wish to rely on this expertise in their efforts to develop a more sustainable approach to  
urbanization, on the other. 

The organization of this event reflects the EU's strong commitment to support EU business in sectors related  
to urbanization (which are often SMEs) to access the Chinese market. This endeavor is carried out in close  
collaboration with EU member states: the Ambassadors of Sweden, Lars Fredén, and Italy, Ettore Francesco  
Sequi, as well as representatives of the Embassies of the Netherlands and Austria, attended the signing  
ceremony, according to the website of the Delegation of the European Union to China.

Press conference by Presidents Tusk and Juncker
President of the European Council Donald Tusk and President of the European Commission Jean-Claude  
Juncker gave a press conference for the domestic and foreign press on July 13 at the Embassy of the  
Delegation of the European Union to China in Beijing. They were introduced by Ambassador Hans-Dietmar  
Schweisgut. Follow the links to view the relevant segments of the press conference:

Introduction by EU Ambassador to China Mr. Schweisgut

Remarks by President Tusk

Remarks by President Juncker

Q&A
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Premier Li attends 11th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) in Mongolia
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang attended the 11 th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) on July 15 in Ulan Bator, 
Mongolia. Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs Didier Reynders also attended. Premier Li Keqiang said he  
expected growing cooperation among Asian and European nations guided by pragmatism. In elaborating on  
his proposal of “renovating the Euro-Asia cooperation concept”, Li urged ASEM members to foster an  
awareness of a community of shared responsibilities and destinies, to effectively counteract challenges  
besetting Asia and Europe. At the summit, Li suggested ASEM members engage in dialogue and  
cooperation, and prevent new sources of tumult from occurring in their own regions so as to safeguard world  
peace and regional stability. The global community should advocate unity and coordination, he said, and  
discard a Cold War mentality and zero-sum game. The Premier said China opposed any country distorting  
international law and applying a double standard in addressing disparities and disputes.

Link to Remarks by Premier Li Keqiang 

High Representative Mogherini gives a speech at the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences

Vice President of the European Commission and High Representative of the European Union for Foreign  
Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, on July 13, 2016 gave a speech at the Academy of Social  
Sciences in Beijing (CASS).

Mrs. Mogherini said that it was the first occasion to present the EU’s Global Strategy after introducing it to  
the European Council, the European Union Heads of State and Government, at the end of June. The High  
Representative was in Beijing on the occasion of the EU-China Summit. “This is a very intense and complex 
moment both for our European Union and for our world. And in a moment like this, I really appreciate this  
exchange of views with an audience like this one, like yours,” Mogherini said. Besides the Global Strategy,  
she also shared a few thoughts on the new EU Strategy on EU-China relations. She also said it was  
important “to try and look at Europe from the outside, through your eyes,” because “our friends and partners  
around the world see the value of our Union much better than we Europeans do”.

Link to the full text of Vice President and High Representative Federica Mogherini’s speech

EU Trade Commissioner urging deeper global and bilateral trade and 
investment ties

During a four-day visit to China, EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström spoke  to students at the  
University of International Business and Economics (UIBE) in Beijing. She stressed the enormous benefits  
that the EU-China relationship had brought to both sides and argued that in addressing their own major  
challenges – a sustained economic recovery across the EU and reform and opening up in China – both sides  
would benefit each other as well as their own citizens.

She highlighted a number of concerns on the lack of a level playing field for EU firms doing business in and  
with China, stressed the potential of negotiations for an EU China Investment Agreement and argued for joint  
EU and Chinese leadership in the World Trade Organization (WTO). The Commissioner's visit to Beijing  
follows meetings in Shanghai for the G20 meeting of trade ministers, where she and other representatives of  
the world's leading economies stressed the importance of trade and investment for global growth and  
employment and recommitted to their pledge to avoid protectionism.

The Commissioner also participated in the EU-China Summit alongside President Juncker, President Tusk  
and Vice President Mogherini. In parallel she gave a speech to business leaders at the EU-China Business  
Summit.

Read the speech at the UIBE in Beijing

Read the speech at the EU-China Business Summit
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Invest in Flanders – You will be in great company
Ever since the Middle Ages, Flanders has been one of the world’s most dynamic regions, a thriving hub of  
economics and cultures. Situated on the crossroads between Anglo-Saxon, Latin and Germanic cultures, it  
is a place where people not only meet for trade, but also to exchange ideas and experiences. Flanders has  
therefore over time become a center of both commerce and innovative thinking.

A strong emphasis on innovation and quality
Today, the traditional strengths of trade, innovation and quality hold true. This is largely due to the people of  
Flanders themselves, who are well-known for their cultural sensitivity and are among the most multilingual in  
the world. They also show great flexibility and loyalty, are highly skilled and well-educated, and always aim to  
deliver the highest quality. 

Furthermore,  productivity  is  the trademark of  the Flemish employee.  Heavy funding of  R&D across the  
sectors and in future-oriented areas ensures that Flanders keeps its edge in technology and innovation. The  
region’s  leading  industries  include  technology-driven niches,  such  as  life  sciences,  chemicals,  plastics,  
logistics,  automotive and food sectors.  Additionally,  luxury  segments  such as diamond trading,  fashion,  
textiles and specialty chocolate production are other industries that do particularly well here. Not to mention  
the  strong brewing tradition,  which  goes  back  a  thousand years  and has  resulted  in  the  world’s  most  
appreciated and award-winning beers…

Flanders, providing the world with quality products and services
Flanders can boast more than delicious pralines and the finest of beers. Its excellent infrastructure, highly  
skilled people and inspirational atmosphere result in the highest quality of products and services of any sort.  
Thanks to the many advantages the region has to offer, Flanders hosts a number of key players in niche  
industries that have made it to the top of their markets.

Flanders, business in the heart of Europe
It’s no coincidence that Brussels, capital of Flanders, became the administrative center of the European  
Union and the host for the NATO headquarters. Its location at the heart of Europe, its superb transport  
infrastructure and unique workforce, make Flanders the designated environment for all business and political  
purposes. Enterprises looking to establish or expand their operations in Europe will encounter all the means  
necessary to be successful in their objectives. 

Flanders Investment & Trade www.investinflanders.be

Interested in joining the EU-China Investor Council or becoming a 
structural partner of the EUCBA?

The EUCBA is establishing an EU-China Investor Council within the EUCBA. A selected number of CEO’s  
and Chairmen of leading European and Chinese companies will be invited to become a member of the EU-
China Investor Council. The EU-China Investor Council has been designed to give high-level access to both  
Chinese and European authorities and to provide a high-level, exclusive platform to exchange views on  
investing in China and in Europe in order to increase market access and to provide knowledge to SME’s. The  
Council will be limited to 15 companies to ensure that it is an exclusive EU-China high-level network. The  
benefits include participation in EU-China high-level meetings, and access to high-level Chinese authorities,  
diplomats, and European Commissioners, as well as one meeting per year with the Chinese Ambassador to  
the EU in Brussels. Also included is an interview in the EUCBA Quarterly newsletter.

The EUCBA also offers companies such as banks, law firms, accountants and educational institutions the  
opportunity to become a structural partner of the EUCBA. A selected number of leading European and  
Chinese companies will be invited to become a Structural Partner of the EUCBA. As a Structural Partner you  
can: organise joint activities with EUCBA, take part in high-level meetings, and have your company logo on  
the EUCBA website and at events, and in the EUCBA Quarterly Newsletter.

Interested to join the EU-China Investor Council or to become a structural partner of the EUCBA? Please  
send an e-mail to gwenn.sonck@flanders-china.be 
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Interested in Advertisement or Sponsoring?
The EUCBA offers sponsorship and advertisement opportunities in the EUCBA Quarterly Newsletter and  
on the EUCBA website. If you are interested in obtaining more information, please send an e-mail to:  
gwenn.sonck@flanders-china.be.

About the EUCBA
The EU–China Business Association (EUCBA) is the EU-wide federation of national non-profit business 
organisations in the European Union with specialization and particular expertise in exchange of knowledge  
on investments and trade with China. At current, EUCBA unites 18 members in 18 countries repre senting 
more than 3,500 companies – large, medium, and small, in all branches of industry, commerce and the  
service sector.

EUCBA promotes direct investment and trade between China and the EU through international exchange of  
information and joint projects of its members – providing European companies a stronger base for expanding  
trade cooperation with China.

Contact: Gwenn SONCK, Secretary General EUCBA

Address Brussels office:
Address: 37, Boulevard Roi Albert II, 1030 Brussels. 
Telephone: +32-2-5048755.
E-mail: info@eucba.org 

Website: www.eucba.org 

The EUCBA Flash is edited by Gwenn Sonck, Secretary General of the EUCBA, based in Brussels, Belgium  
(gwenn.sonck@flanders-china.be); and Michel Lens, who also edits the newsletters of the Flanders-China  
Chamber of Commerce, based in Beijing, China (michel.jc.lens@gmail.com). Disclaimer: the views 
expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the EUCBA or its Board of Directors.
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